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MOUNTAIN VIEW CEMETERY

Where Vancouver Remembers
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INTERESTING CITIZENS | Princess Sophia Sinking
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THE CANADIAN PACIFIC'S PRINCESS
SOPHIA SANK AT VANDERBILT REEF
ALASKA ON OCTOBER 25, 1918. THERE
ARE 66 PEOPLE BURIED AT MOUNTAIN
VIEW AS A RESULT OF THIS TRAGEDY.

C.P.R. Steamer is Lost - All
aboard Perish

Princess Sophia Dashed across
Reef by Terrific Storm - Crew of
75 and 268 Passengers Perish.

Tempest So Tremendous that
Steamers which had gone to
rescue of Stranded Ship were
Powerless to Rescue Single
Person

Victoria, B.C., Oct. 27 - Pound-
ed by mountainous waves and
driven before a wind of terrible
severity, the Canadian Pacific
steamship Princess Sophia slid

from the comparative safety of
Vanderbilt reef, in Lynn Canad,
midway between Skagway and
Juneau, early Friday evening
and carried 343 persons, pas-
sengers and crew, men, women
and children, to their death in
the raging northern waters.
There were no survivors from
the ship.

Stranded During Blizzard

The Sophia left Skagway
Wednesday evening last for
Vancouver with a passenger
list made up largely of Daw-
son people and Alaskans from

interior points, eager to get
“outside” for the winter. Four
hours out she ran into a blind-
ing snowstorm, in which, it is
supposed, she got out of her
course slightly and piled up on
the reef, where she rested for
more that forty hours in what
was thought to be a position of
no danger. Lighthouse tenders
and gas boats responded to
the wireless call for assistance
and the Princess Alice was dis-
patched from Vancouver to
take over the passengers. Even
though the seas were running
too high to permit of the trans-
ference of the passengers on
board Friday, no alarm was felt.
Captain F.L. Lockem, of Victo-
ria, a veteran seaman of the
northern coast, on the night of
the disaster had wirelessed his
office here that the ship was
hard and fast on the reef with
her bottom badly damaged, but
she was not taking water and
the passengers were normal. It

is evident that he believed the
Sophia was planted so firmly on
the rocks as to be secured from
the severity of the storm which
continued to rage.

Efforts at Rescue Fall

Friday morning the United
States lighthouse tender Cedar
had got within 400 yards of the
Sophia, but her anchors would
not hold on the rocky sea bot-
tom and the seas forced her
back. The waves were such
that life boats could not have
lived. When night shut down
the Sophia was still on the
reef. The wind increased and
the air was filled with snow. At
8 o’clock the Cedar picked up
the last wireless from the So-
phia. The Sophia was sinking.
She had been driven across the
reef into deep water, in which
her shattered bottom offered
no support, and she filled
quickly and went down. The

Old Section !

Cedar rushed to the vicinity,
but could see nothing of the
Sophia. When morning broke
her foremast was visible above
the water. There was no sign of
life, no wreckage and the bod-
ies had scattered if they had
not gone down with the ship.

Edmonton Morning Bulletin
October 1918

The Princess Sophia was or-
dered in May of 1911 and built
by Bow, McLachlan & Company
of Paisley Scotland. Her length
was 245 ft. width 44 ft. and
was 2300 gt. with single screw
triple expansion steam engine,
and was launched Nov. 8, 1911.
She did 14 knots on her sea tri-
als in early 1912, and sailed
from Scotland on February 19,
1912, arriving in Victoria three
months later.

The bell of the Princess Sophia
has been presented to the Van-
couver Maritime Museum.

66 victims from the disaster
are buried at Mountain View

AFTAIKEN
ALEXANDER
ALEXANDER
ANTHONY
BARNES
BARTON
BENNETT
BEYER
BOOTH
BROWN
BROWNING
BURKE
CARR
CARTWRIGHT
CHINNERY
CHISHOLM
CHISHOLM
CLARK
FINDLAY
FLEMING
GIN
GRENNEY
HAGGERTY
HALL
HATCHER

Fred

Capt. James
Louisa A.
William A.
Allen G.
William
Howard
Fred Carl
George W.
Frank
Charlotte T.
Frank

Lena Patricia
Alfred

Ivan Elbridge
Kit

Allen J.
William
Mamie
Walter C.

-
|

HAYNES
HOWEY
JOHNSON
JURKOVITCH
KENYON
KIRK
LAWLESS
MABINS
MACEY
liam
MACLELLAN
MACLENNAN
MASKELL
MATHESON
MCARTHUR
MCLEOD
MCLEOD
MCLEOD
MCTAVISH
MURPHY
NEWBERG
NICHOLS
NILES
OLSEN
PELLISON
PLUMB
QUEEN
ROBINSON

T
e
L ]
P
-
=
&
b~
-
. |
R R
o

.

Zp

Jack

George

E. J.
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