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Welcome!
The Vancouver Park 

Board is undertaking an 
independent study to 

understand the 
potential impacts of BC 
Hydro’s request to bury 

underground power 
cables through Nelson 

Park as well as the 
indirect impacts to 

Nelson Park related to 
construction of the West 

End Substation which 
will be built on the 

adjacent Lord Roberts 
Annex site.



This study focuses specifically on Nelson Park.



What is BC Hydro Requesting from the Park Board? 4

Nelson 
Park
Focus of this 
study

Lord 
Roberts 
Annex Site
West End 
Substation & 
future school 
location 
(outside the 
scope of this 
study)
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Who are 
the 

Decision 
Makers? 
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Vancouver Park Board Commissioners are 
expected to respond to BC Hydro’s request in 
2020 following review of the technical study 

and public engagement. 



Park Board 
Process
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How does 
this Study 
fit within 

the larger 
West End 
Substation 
Timeline?
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Why is Park Board Engaging?

Inform community members about the study

12

Share early findings of the technical study that is 
currently in progress 

Hear your questions and comments about 
pending changes that could affect Nelson Park 



Nelson Park needs 
to be maintained 

for neighbourhood 
use and enjoyment

BC Hydro needs to 
build a new 
substation to 

provide reliable 
power
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BC Hydro’s 
West End 

Substation 
Concept

BC Hydro’s Substation Concept from the Seed Report, 2017



Technical 
Study 
Topics
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Nelson 
Park

16



Park 
Service 
Levels
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Nelson Park provides 36% 
of total neighbourhood 
park space in West End



A Growing West End 18



Potential 
Park 
Impacts

19
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There are 73 trees in 

Nelson Park that 
contribute to park 

character, shading, 
and environment

 Estimated 20 trees in Nelson 
Park removed 

 Trees close to construction 
areas are at risk of damage 
to roots or canopy without 
proper care

 All trees on Lord Roberts 
Annex site removed

Urban Forest
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Gardens will be 
significantly impacted

Potential impacts that could 
make some plots unusable for 
periods of time

Plots furthest away from 
construction will likely remain 
usable throughout the process

Over 80 plots total 
used by residents, 

community groups, 
and programs

Community Gardens
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Nelson Park Playground 
would need to be removed 
during installation of 
underground cables 
(2 months + rebuild time)

Lord Roberts Annex Playground 
would need to be removed 
during construction of 
substation (5 years) and future 
school (TBD)

Nelson Park has a 
small playground 
while the school 

playground offers 
use outside of 
school hours

Access to Play
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 No direct impacts to the 
Farmers Market identified 
although the Lord Roberts 
parking lot will be 
unavailable 

 Indirect impacts from 
construction such as noise 
and dust could affect events 
in and near the park

 BC Hydro has committed to 
building the underground 
power cables in winter

Nelson Park supports 
a range of 

community events, 
gatherings, and 

social opportunities

Community Events & 
Gatherings
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 No direct impacts from 
proposed alignments

 Indirect impacts such as dust 
and noise could have 
impacts

 Potential pressure on other 
parks 

Dog Off-Leash Area
Nelson Park’s 

off-leash area is the 
largest central dog 

park in the West End
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 Construction activities may 
affect the quiet park 
atmosphere 

 Some park space will be 
temporarily unavailable 
during construction

 Some park uses may be 
shifted to different locations

Nelson Park is a 
valued green space 

in a dense urban 
area currently 
under-served 

by parks

Park Experience
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 Public concerns about EMF 
(Electric & Magnetic Fields)

 Impacts like noise, air quality, 
and vibration need to be 
managed

 Safe public use of the park is 
important

• As BC Hydro develops their detailed design, the 
Vancouver Park Board will continue to review 
documentation and data to confirm all 
reasonable measures are taken with regards to 
EMF

• The Vancouver Park Board has requested 
Vancouver Coastal Health Authority’s 
independent assessment regarding public health 
impacts including EMF

Concerns identified 
about EMF, 
substation 

operation, and safe 
park use

Public Health & Safety
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For Example:
 Potential changes to construction schedule 
 Potential construction footprint into park
 Temporary closures to pathways
 Traffic activity around the park
 Visual impacts from construction hoarding (fencing) or other 

visible construction works

Underground cable 
installation will have 

direct impacts on the 
park and substation 

construction will have 
indirect impacts.

Construction Impacts
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We are continuing to learn about how BC 
Hydro’s request may impact Nelson Park.



Discussion 
Guide

29
Deadline for 
comments is 

November 15, 2019



Next 
Steps
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Join the Conversation
31

 Read the display boards & discussion guide
 Ask questions
 Share your comments
 Participate in community conversations 

(after this presentation)



Stay Connected
32

vancouver.ca/nelsonparkrow
Sign up for study email updates

Vancouver Park Board @parkboard

Vancouver Park Board @parkboard

Contact the Park Board through the study website

vancouver.ca/nelsonparkrow



Thank you!
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