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Data is a tool to begin 
conversations, not to end them. 
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Build knowledge and 
capacity to enable 

evidence-based 
planning 

Highlight ways the 
city is changing 

that could impact 
the sector 

Enable ongoing 
engagement 

around data and 
research 

Raise awareness of 
social indicators 

profiles 

Acknowledge limits 
of different types  of 

data and consider 
other sources of 

knowledge 

Our objectives for the morning 



Place and context 
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What do we mean by Vancouver? 
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Mountains, rivers, forests, ocean 
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Unceded homelands 
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Where the City of Vancouver is situated 
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Regional boundaries and municipal governments 
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City of neighbourhoods 
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British Columbia Vancouver Georgia 

Robson Homer Hamilton 

The visible origin stories of these places… 
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“The Belonging Action” 
– Over 80 artists, led by Melanie 

Schambach 
– Mural installed 2012 on 

Harbour Centre parkade 

“what are your peoples' 
stories?... 
do you hear them spoken?... 
have you seen them written?... 
do you feel them walking?” 

…and the challenge to move beyond 



Social policy, research and data in Vancouver 
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Long-term vision 
– “For all”: equitable, inclusive, 

intersectional 
13 Goals 

– Upstream social determinants of 
health and well-being 

Focus areas 
– Interconnected scales of people, 

place and planet 
Other City strategies 

– Integrated efforts to achieve 
systemic change 

Social sustainability framework: Healthy City Strategy 
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Population data analysis 
and trends 

Healthy City Strategy 
targets and indicators 

Internal processes and 
metrics 

Geospatial data 
management 

Knowledge translation 
and capacity building 

Partnership and 
collaboration 

Social policy research and data work areas 
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• Intentions: 
– Foundation for work toward equity, social 

sustainability, health and well-being 
– Engage community partners, other 

organizations, public 
– Test and lay foundation for more 

interactive tools in future 
• Topics: 

– Growth and change 
– Cultures and languages 
– Economy and equity 
– Community health 

• Methods: 
– Quantitative data sources (mostly census) 
– Emphasize trends over time 
– Local comparisons to city and region 

Social indicators profiles: purpose and organization 



Growth and change 
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What is Vancouver’s role in the region? 
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What is Vancouver’s role in the region? 
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What is Vancouver’s role in the region? 
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An uneven population distribution 
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The life stages that people move in and out of the city 
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Where does the future live? 
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We are an aging population 
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What is each neighbourhood’s role in the city? 
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Growth in the City of Vancouver has been concentrated 
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Vancouver has more diverse housing types than its neighbours 
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Policy change is leading to more rented housing 
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But housing costs are high and increasing faster than inflation 



Cultures and languages 
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Long-Form Census 

• Estimates for 
population of 
private households 
• Excludes 

shelters, care 
facilities, many 
SROs 

• Mandatory 
completion 

• Administered to 
sample of 25% of 
households 

Indigenous Identity 

• Persons who are 
First Nations, 
Métis or Inuit 

• Includes people 
who answer any of 
three census 
questions: 
• self-

identification 
• Status 
• membership in 

First Nation 

“Visible Minority” 

• Persons who are 
neither Indigenous 
nor white 

• Question asked 
directly on the 
long-form census, 
with categories: 
• White, South 

Asian, Chinese, 
Black, Filipino, 
Latin American, 
Arab, Southeast 
Asian, West 
Asian, Korean, 
Japanese, Other 

Usefulness and 
Purposes 

• Access to 
disaggregated data 

• Measure and 
foreground 
racialized 
socioeconomic 
inequities 

• Acknowledge 
systems of 
oppression based 
on Indigenous 
identity, race and 
colour 

Limitations and 
Risks 

• Colonial system 
and concepts 

• Reductive 
categories and 
terminology 
imposed by 
statistical purposes 

• Danger of 
perpetuating 
stereotypes and 
essentializing 
groups 

• Tendency toward 
deficit-based 
indicators 

Examples of census concepts and caveats 
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Diversity as city and regional identity 
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Growing urban Indigenous populations 
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Indigenous residents live across the city, particularly on east side 
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Majority in “minority” groups 
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People in racialized groups more likely to live in east and south areas 
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Almost half of Vancouverites were born outside of Canada 
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Vancouver has a large immigrant population, but fewer newcomers 
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Changing settlement patterns 
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Changing settlement patterns 
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More than half of Vancouver can speak a non-official language 
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But over time, more English speakers in Vancouver 



Economy and equity 
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Income polarization more acute in City of Vancouver 
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Median incomes is increasing faster than inflation 
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Ongoing challenges with housing affordability 
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Still high incidence of income poverty 
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Mapping Canada’s new official poverty line 



Community health 
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Topics in 
the 

census 

Age group 

Sex 

Indigenous 
identity 

Immigration 
and citizenship 

Visible minority 
group 

Household and 
family 

arrangements 

Living in 
subsidized 

housing 

Living in low 
income 

Knowledge of 
official 

languages 

Employment 
status 

Mode of 
transportation 

to work 

Examples 
of gaps in 

the census 

Gender 
identity Sexual 

orientation 

Ability 

Perceived 
health 

Belonging 

Safety Social 
connection 

Wealth 

Debt 

Cost of 
living 

Cultural 
identity 

What the census leaves out 
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Persistent early childhood vulnerability 
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Trends in middle-years well-being trends 
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More direct and asset-based indicators of well-being 
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Some high level trends: 
• A growing city at the core of a 

complex urban region 
• A city with an aging population and 

fewer children and families 
• A city of diverse and resilient 

communities facing affordability and 
sustainability challenges 

• Income polarization, economic 
inequity and high cost of living 

• Inequities in health and well-being 
To what extent are these trends present 
in the neighbourhoods you serve? 
How does the community services sector 
stay engaged with these trends? 

Some broad citywide trends 
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