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Is everything different in our communities? How do we know? 
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Examples of local population data sources 
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•e.g. COVID cases, 
program data 

•Robust and 
immediate, but 
limited in scope and 
little ability to stratify 

Administrative Data 

•e.g. perception and 
impact surveys 

•Direct and timely 
measure of change, 
but limited local data 
for Vancouver except 
BCCDC survey 

Population Surveys 

•e.g. census profiles, 
income data 

•Comprehensive, local 
and population-
specific, but collected 
1-6 years ago 

Population Datasets 

•e.g. interviews, focus 
groups, service 
contacts 

•Direct measures of 
immediate impact, 
but challenging to 
scale up to 
population level 

Community Knowledge 

Need to triangulate many inputs and types of knowledge 
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Ongoing updates to our Social 
Indicators and Trends profiles: 
• Orientation and intention 
• Overview of high-level trends and 

inequities 
• New additions to the profiles 
• Future goals and opportunities 
One input among many: 
• Need two-way conversation 

between population data and 
community knowledge 

One piece of the puzzle 
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“New” census data—but from the 
before times? 
• Impacts of COVID-19 reflect 

systemic inequities that existed 
before the pandemic 

• Can use baseline from the census 
to scale observed impacts across 
the population 

• Core work of addressing social 
determinants of health is ongoing 
and our goals haven’t changed 

Reframing how we use data 



Some ongoing (and familiar?) trends 



• Approach: 
– Breadth of topics relevant to social 

sustainability and determinants of health 
– Quantitative indicators, mainly census 
– Common report structure for all areas 

• Major topics: 
– Growth and Change 
– Identity and Diversity 
– Economy and Equity 
– Community Health 

• Limitations: 
– Concepts not in census data 
– Imposes categories on individuals 
– Cultural safety and relevance 

Overview of profiles 



Growth and Change 
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The city is growing, but unevenly 
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We are the densest city in Canada 
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We have relatively few children and families 
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People seem to leave the city when they start a family 
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And we all continue to age 



15 

Most households are rented 
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Policy shifts have increased rental supply 
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But who can afford to live here? 



Identity and Diversity 
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A growing urban Indigenous population 
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A very diverse Indigenous population 
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And a younger population than other groups 
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Racial diversity is part of our identity 
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Many different communities in the city 
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But the city’s diversity cannot be taken for granted 
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Spatial, social and economic inequity intersect 
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Spatial, social and economic inequity intersect 
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Almost half of us were born outside Canada 
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(Not the same half that are non-white) 



29 

But Vancouver may be less of an immigrant destination 
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A majority of us speak a non-official language 
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But there is a smaller rate of non-English speakers over time 
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One in five of us has a disability 



Economy and equity 
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Our baseline: one in five had incomes below poverty line 
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What does a declining poverty rate signify? 
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More polarization and potential for displacement 
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Median income is increasing faster than inflation 
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Our economy is focused on high-tech sectors 



39 

We are more likely to have post-secondary degrees over time 



Community Health 
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Vancouver children encounter persistent vulnerabilities 



42 

Early childhood development reflects broader trends 
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Youth well-being may be declining across the province 
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Some risk factors for severe illness from COVID 
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Strengths and gaps in resilience 
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We are all impacted by dual health emergencies 



Adding more layers 



48 

• Longstanding advocacy from many 
communities, especially 
Indigenous, Black and communities 
of colour, amplified during 
pandemic 

• Framework from BC Human Rights 
Commissioner (September 2020): 
– Disaggregated data is tool 
– In service of respectful 

relationships grounded in 
community governance 

– For the purpose of eliminating 
systemic oppression and building 
equity 

Why disaggregated data matters 
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Inherent limits to many census 
concepts: 
• Deficit-focused 
• Government-selected concepts and 

definitions 
• Top-down, hierarchical processes 
Obligation for meaningful 
relationships and governance extends 
beyond this work: 
• Work with Indigenous communities 

and learn from research done in 
different ways 

2012: Urban Aboriginal 
Peoples Study 

2017: Aboriginal Health, 
Healing and Wellness in the 

DTES Study 

2018: Recommendations to 
incorporate Indigenous 

indicators into HCS 

2019: Case study of 
indicators used for mental 

wellness and substance use 

Ongoing work to decolonize population data 
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• City is member of Community Data 
Program to access custom 
geographical and population-
based information 

• Data at neighbourhood level for 
specific population groups e.g.: 
– Indigenous identities 
– “Visible minority” groups 
– Immigrant groups 
– People with poverty incomes 
– People in labour force 

• (and more to come) 

Relationships and tools to enable disaggregated data 
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• Disaggregated indicators show clear 
inequities across groups 

– Important to use for systems change, not 
stigmatization 

• Possible to look at many aspects of 
identity 

– But only one at a time; not an 
intersectional analysis 

• Some population groups have small 
numbers in the census 

– Some data is unavailable at local level 
– Qualitative judgement needed to 

determine validity of available numbers 
• Numbers tell but do not explain 

– Many factors contribute to outcomes 
– Important to ground-truth in community 

Opportunities and limits 
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Income poverty intersects with race and place of birth 
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Median income is lower for Indigenous and racialized groups 
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Disabilities increase with age, but not the only factor 
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Many populations more likely to be in precarious work 
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Youth, racialized, immigrant populations rely on transit 
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Economic sectors with different risks during pandemic 
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Types of education more valued by society are not open to all 
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vancouver.ca/social-policy-research 
• Updated city and neighbourhood 

Social Indicators profiles 
– Indicators shown in this 

presentation are available by 
neighbourhood 

• Feedback and suggestions welcome 
– Iterative approach 
– Priorities for additional topics 
– Approach to disaggregation 
– Balance between 

comprehensiveness and usability 

Sharing work to date 
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socialpolicyresearch@vancouver.ca 
• Data may be available for: 

– More specific breakdowns of 
population groups 

– Additional indicators 
– At city-wide level, some 

intersections between variables 
– Different geographies 

• Limits on team capacity and time: 
– Please look in the profiles first! 
– Be as specific as possible 
– Prioritize immediate needs to 

support applications for City grants 

Additional research questions and needs 
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• To use data to start conversations 
about systemic inequities and 
trends in the city 

• To build knowledge and capacity 
across the community 

• To decentralize data curation, 
analysis and interpretation 

• To enable systemic change that 
leads to a more healthy, equitable, 
sustainable and resilient city 

Ongoing goals for our team 



Thank you | vancouver.ca/social-policy-research 
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