
Social Indicators and Trends 
Neighbourhood Profiles 2016 

Grants and Social Infrastructure Plan Meeting 

May 2, 2018 



Outline 
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• 2016 census program 

• Citywide social indicators 
and trends 

• Neighbourhood profiles 
– Outline 

– Survey 



2016 Census of Population 

• Restored mandatory long form: 
– 93.5% response rate in Vancouver vs. 75.5% for voluntary 2011 NHS 

• Census topics: 
– Population counts 
– Age, gender, dwelling types 
– Families, households, language 
– Income 
– Immigration, cultures, Indigenous peoples, housing 
– Education, labour, journey to work, migration 

• Additional data in progress: 
– Vancouver local area data: http://data.vancouver.ca 
– Additional crosstabular data 
– Population group profiles 
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Limitations of census data 
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Reductive categories 
– e.g. gender 

Topics not covered 
– e.g. wealth, ability, health, 

social connections 

Uneven participation 
– e.g. homeless, SROs, 

secondary suites 

Cultural appropriateness 
– e.g. Indigenous communities 



From the headlines 
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City Trends 



Natural Setting 
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Unceded Homelands 
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The Urban Region 
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City of Neighbourhoods 
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Growth and Change 



Growing Population 
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City Demographics 
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Population Trends 
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An Aging Population 
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An Aging Population 
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Diversity and Difference 



Indigenous Identity 
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Visible Minority Groups 
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Language Trends 
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Immigration Trends 
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Generations in Canada 
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Economy and Equity 



Low Income Trends 
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Income Trends 
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Income Inequity 
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Income Inequity 
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Housing Types and Tenure 
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Housing Affordability 
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Putting Pieces Together 



Healthy City Strategy 
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• Framework for social 
sustainability 

• Goals and targets 

• Robust set of indicators that 
complement census trends 



Consistently High Early Childhood Vulnerability 
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Increasing Homelessness 
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High Cost of Living 
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Low Sense of Belonging 
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Gaps in Social Connections 
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Part of the Bigger Picture 
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Neighbourhood Profiles 



Social Indicators and Trends Reports 

2006 Census 
• Citywide 

publication 
• Point-in-time maps 
• Reference guide 

for comparisons 
across city 

2011 Census/ 
NHS 
• Healthy City 

Strategy goal 
backgrounders 

• Engage 
community in  
social sustainability 

2016 Census 
• Profiles for each 

local area 
• Trends over time 
• Build capacity and 

knowledge in 
communities 



Reminder: 2016 Census of Population 

• Restored mandatory long form: 
– 93.5% response rate in Vancouver vs. 75.5% for voluntary 2011 NHS 

• Census topics: 
– Population counts 
– Age, gender, dwelling types 
– Families, households, language 
– Income 
– Immigration, cultures, Indigenous peoples, housing 
– Education, labour, journey to work, migration 

• Additional data in progress: 
– Vancouver local area data: http://data.vancouver.ca 
– Additional crosstabular data 
– Population group profiles 
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Intention of Neighbourhood Profiles 
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• Add value; complement 
other tools and resources 

• Recognize need to respond 
to faster and more intense 
change in the city 

• Provide historical trends 

• Engage communities in 
developing narratives 

• Respond to feedback and 
needs expressed by 
community 



Your Feedback Wanted 
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See handout for: 

• Proposed table of contents 

• Thumbnail example pages 

• Survey questions 



Thank you! 
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