


What’s the Challenge?



Half a meter over 
next 30 years

At least one meter 
over next 80 years

Additional levels 
are “locked in”



Global temperatures

Global sea levels







False Creek - 1890

Main St.

7th Ave

False Creek Today

False Creek - 1890



False Creek – today + 1893



False Creek – today + 1893



False Creek – 1m SLR, 1:500 storm



What are we doing about it?



A Decade of Coastal Adaptation Planning

2012+
• Mapping and flood modeling

2018
• Coastal Adaptation Plan –

Fraser River Foreshore

2020
• Coastal Adapta5on Plan – False 

Creek

Public Engagement 



A unique, community-
driven design challenge

Guide urban development and 
ecological revitalization in False 
Creek

Inform next phase of Coastal 
Adaptation Plan

Guided by community values and 
design principles from earlier 
Coastal Adaptation Plan work





City Staff

Technical Advisory Group

Community Advisory 
Group

Youth Adaptation Lab

Community Members

Indigenous Designers & 
Knowledge Holders

Collaboration



Mithun + One
Modern Formline Design

PWL Partnership
MVRDV
Deltares

Modern Formline Design
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Source: Reconciling Ways of Knowing Forum

Two Eyed Seeing—
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RESIST ACCOMMODATE MOVE/AVOID
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RESIST ACCOMMODATE     MOVE/AVOID
ACKNOWLEDGE RECIPROCATE REPAIR
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Change Over Time
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Proposed Approach
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Alternative Approaches
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Adaptation Strategies

BLUE GREEN 
SYSTEMS

FLOOD 
CONTROL 
SEATWALL

FLOODPROOF 
BUILDINGS

DEVELOP ON 
HIGHER GROUND

TIDAL 
BEACH

CEDAR 
WOODLAND 

BERM

SALT MARSH 
WETLAND
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Olympic Village—
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Acknowledge
Resist 1 Cedar Woodland Berm

Adaptation Strategies

2 Flood Control Seat Wall

Cultural Ribbon

A
B

Accessible/Bike Path

Cultural Path

Acknowledge
Resist
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Acknowledge
Resist
Acknowledge
Resist
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Acknowledge
Resist
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Reciprocate
Accommodate 3 1st Ave Flood 

Control Ribbon

Adaptation Strategies

Cultural Ribbon

A
B

Accessible/Bike Path

Cultural Path

1st Ave Blue Green 
Corridor

4

Floodproofed BuildingsDRAFT 
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Reciprocate
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Reciprocate
Accommodate
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Repair
Move/Avoid 5 Salt Marsh Wetland

Adaptation Strategies

6 Hinge Park Tidal 
Connection

Cultural Ribbon
7

A
B
C

Host Corridor 

Accessible/Bike Path

Cultural Path

Ecological Path
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Repair
Move/Avoid
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Olympic Village

• What do you think?
• Likes, dislikes, questions
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Stamps Landing—

DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



Acknowledge
Resist 1 Flood Control 

Seat Wall 

Adaptation Strategies

1

1
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Acknowledge
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Acknowledge
Resist
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Reciprocate
Accommodate 1 1st Ave Flood Control Ribbon 

+ Blue Green Corridor

Adaptation Strategies 

2

3 Historic Stream Daylight

Upland Development + 
Floodproofed Buildings

4

Cultural Ribbon
A
B
C

Accessible/Bike Path

Cultural Path

Ecological Path
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Reciprocate
Accommodate
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Reciprocate
Accommodate

New Brighton Park
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Repair
Move/Avoid 5 Gravel Beach & 

Aquatic Habitat Bench 

Adaptation Strategies

6 Cedar Woodland Berm

Cultural Ribbon

7

A
B
C

First Nations Cultural 
Exchange

Accessible/Bike Path

Cultural Path

Ecological Path

8 Community & First 
Nations Facilities
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Repair
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Stamps Landing

• What do you think?
• Likes, dislikes, questions

DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



DRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION



Between Bridges

• What do you think?
• Likes, dislikes, questions
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Coopers’ Park

• What do you think?
• Likes, dislikes, questions
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Thank You!
www.vancouver.ca/sea2city
sealevelrise@vancouver.caDRAFT 

FOR DISCUSSION

http://www.vancouver.ca/sea2city
mailto:sealevelrise@vancouver.ca



