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Vancouver Community Sport Hosting Grant Program 

About 

The Vancouver Community Sport Hosting Grant Program assists sporting, community and event 
organizations to deliver sport events in Vancouver. The program through the Local and  
Regional Sport Tournament Grant, New Sport Event Initiative Grant and the Annual Sport  
Event Grant categories, provides funding support for events that are local or regional level and are 
supported or sanctioned by a recognized BC Provincial Sport Organization. 

The City’s role is to provide support and facilitate sport events, rather than directly produce 

or host events, except in the most exceptional circumstances. 

Why is the City of Vancouver funding these grants? 

The Vancouver Community Sport Hosting Grant program is designed to encourage: 

 the development and retention of local sport events and tournaments in

 Vancouver that enhance the priorities of the Healthy City Strategy, the Vancouver

 Sport Strategy and the Sport Hosting Vancouver Action Plan;

 local sport organizations to provide quality sport events to their members;

 local sport organizations to build their event hosting capacity, increasing

 opportunities to host an attract larger major or international events in future

 years;

 participant attendance from outside Vancouver which contributes to the city’s

 economic prosperity;

 opportunities for Vancouver teams and individuals to compete on home soil;

 participation at the community level for a range of sports and abilities;

 volunteer development in hosting quality events in Vancouver.

Who can apply? 

Basic eligibility: 

 local and provincial not-for profit organizations in existence for more than 1 year

 must be in good standing with the City of Vancouver and the Vancouver Park Board

 sport event must take place in Vancouver

 sport organization and event is apart of local Indigenous groups - Musqueam, Squamish, and

Tsleilwaututh Band Councils and Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleilwaututh-led unincorporated

groups taking place on Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleilwaututh Reserve lands, outside the

boundaries of the City of Vancouver.

What is not eligible: 

 professional events hosted by for-profit organizations

 sport events hosted outside of the City of Vancouver
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 funding for playoffs and leagues games are not eligible for funding 

 sport events that are organized for the primary purpose of fundraising  

 sport events that have already been hosted  

 sport events that receive funding from the Sport Hosting Vancouver – Sport  

 Tourism Development Fund 

What type of local sport events will be funded? 

Grant types 

This program includes three grant categories. Grants are for operating costs only, and cannot  

be used for capital projects, prize money, to advance a profit venture or advance activities of  

the host. 

 

1. Local or Regional Sport Tournament Grant (organized sport competitions) 

 For community-based events that have a smaller operating budget. 

 For sanctioned provincial or regional championships. 

 Funds a maximum of 30% of total gross operating budget. 

 Grant covers operating costs only.  

 Funding will not normally exceed $10,000. 

2. New Sport Event Initiative Grant (capacity building) 

 New ideas and first time projects that further sport hosting objectives including 

volunteer development, community engagement, and sport development. 

 The proposed sport event should serve the mission and objectives of the Vancouver 

Sport Strategy and align with the Healthy City Strategy. 

 Funds a maximum of 50% of total gross operating budget of the event. 

 Funding will not normally exceed $5,000. 

3. Annual Sport Event (sustainable sport) 

 For recurring annual community sport events. 

 Sport events that reach, encourage, and draw community-wide participation. 

 Annual grant will not exceed 30% of total gross operating budget in a given year. 

 Up to 3 years funding. Funding will not normally exceed $15,000 over 3 years. 

What costs will NOT be funded? 

For all grant categories, the following costs will NOT be funded: 

 staff wages and administration costs 

 appearance fees and prize money 

 private or commercial adventures 

 sport events that are organized for the primary purpose of fundraising (ie. charity run 

for a cause) 

 capital costs (ie. purchase of office equipment) 
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Procedure 

How to apply? 

Applications must be submitted using the official applications forms (electronic versions).  

Please submit main application using the Word Doc, do not PDF the application.  

 

You can submit supporting documentation as PDFs. 

 

Organizations are not encouraged to spend funds on the design and production of elaborate 

presentation material. 

 

When to apply? 

Applications can be made 4 times a year. Please note that applications need to be made at least 3 

months (90 days) prior to the date of the sport event or commencement of the sport event initiative. 

Exceptions to this requirement will be made only with the approval of the  

Manager of Sport Hosting Vancouver. 

 

Assessment Process 

Who reviews the applications? 

To award community sport hosting grants, the City uses a blended approach to assessment  

grant applications. Applications are assessed by a Sport Hosting Review Panel: 

 local sport peers, who are members of the assessment committee 

o 1 Provincial Sport Organization representative 

o 1 Major sport event organization representative 

o 1 representative that has extensive experience in sport marketing and sponsorship 

o 1 representative from the sport tourism industry 

 A City staff – Manager, Sport Hosting from the City Manager’s Office 

 A Park Board staff – Manager, Business Development 

The Sport Hosting Review Panel report recommendations of grants to City Council for a final  

decision. 

 

Assessment Guidelines 

What we look for: 

 community support 

 accessibility of the event 

 potential to build a stronger, healthier and engaged community 

 free or affordable event participation 

 strong event planning, management and evaluation 

 approved licenses and permits 
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 the extent to which the sport event is open to the public as opposed to limited or restricted to 

the members of the and affiliated groups is an important consideration 

 the extent to which the sport event contributes to or supports City Council’s priorities 

 sound financial plan (business plan) including details on all other secured and unsecured 

revenue sources, type and extent of short and long term economic impact 

 best practices of environmental sustainability are integrated into the event and degree of 

environmental enhancement 

City of Vancouver Recognition 

Organizations that receive funding will be required to acknowledge the City’s support in all of their 

information materials, including publications and programs related to the funded activities. If the logos 

of other funders are used in an acknowledgement, the City Emblem and Park Board logo (if the event 

takes place in a Park Board facility) should similarly be represented. The logo use guidelines will be sent 

to the main contact of the organization upon receipt of a sport hosting grant. 

 

Post event report 

A post event report is required within 60 days of the completed sport event. The report should outline 

the evidence of use of funds according to the initial request. A final report template will be provided to 

the main contact of the organization upon receipt of a sport hosting grant. Failure to provide this report 

will result denial of future funding support from this grant program. The City of Vancouver reserves the 

right to withhold or reclaim funds and to decline any subsequent application for funding through the 

Vancouver Community Sport Hosting Grant program. Any unused portions of the local sport event 

grants must be returned to the City of Vancouver, not later than the date of submission of the post 

event report. 

 

Consultation – who to speak with regarding a grant? 

Prior consultation with City Staff is encouraged. Eligibility for support cannot be assured if  

the City is not consulted before a bid is launched or an event is secured. 

 

For questions regarding the Vancouver Community Sport Hosting Grant Program please contact: 

Michelle Collens 

Director, Sport Hosting Vancouver 

City of Vancouver 

Michelle.Collens@vancouver.ca 

604-871-6491 

mailto:Michelle.Collens@vancouver.ca

