
Artists in Communities Project - 2023 
 

West End Community Centre Association (WECCA) 
    • Coal Harbour Community Centre (480 Broughton Street, Vancouver BC) 
    • West End Community Centre (870 Denman Street, Vancouver BC) 
    • Barclay Manor (1447 Barclay Street, Vancouver BC) 
 

 
Contact Person: Joe Oliveira, Recreation Programmer II, Coal Harbour Community Centre 
 (t) 604-718-8232, (e) joe.oliveira@vancouver.ca 
 
WECCA: The West End Community Centre Association (WECCA) resides and operates on the 
unceded traditional territories of the xʷməθkʷəyə̓m (Musqueam), Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh (Squamish), 
and səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations. We are grateful to live, work, and play on these 
unceded lands and are committed to continued relationship development and respectful 
partnership.  WECCA is driven by a volunteer board of directors. WECCA, through a joint 
operating partnership with the Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation, is involved with 
providing recreational, educational, and social activities and services offered at three sites: 
Barclay Manor, Coal Harbour and West End Community Centres. 
 
WECCA Mandate: Maintain a liaison and working relationship with the Vancouver Park Board 
staff, VSB, VPL, other community centres and the West End and Coal Harbour community groups 
and agencies. Provide recreational, educational and athletic facilities and equipment for the 
residents of the West End and Coal Harbour. Promote, encourage, support and assist 
recreational, cultural, educational, artistic, charitable, sporting and community endeavors. 
Promote, foster and develop community spirit and good citizenship. 
 
WECCA Vision & Mission: Our mission is to enhance the quality of life of the West End and Coal 
Harbour communities by providing recreational, educational, and social activities and services, 
which are accessible and responsive to the changing needs of the communities. 
 
For further information, refer to our website: www.westendcc.ca 
 
Neighbourhood Description: 
Situated in downtown Vancouver, the West End and Coal Harbour communities lie west of 
Burrard Street and are surrounded by water on three sides: English Bay, Lost Lagoon, and Coal 
Harbour. Both communities are very diverse, lively, and densely populated areas with numerous 
high-rise developments, rental housing, schools, public spaces, restaurants, shops, and other 
amenities. The West End community is well known for the Davie Village, Denman Street, and 
high-end retail on Robson and Alberni Streets, as well as the world famous beaches and parks 
including Stanley Park, a 405-hectare public space. According to the West End Community Profile 
(on Vancouver.ca), the West End neighbourhood is primarily residential with smaller areas for 
commercial, mixed use, and the Central Business District. In terms of an age profile, the largest 
demographic is the 20-39 age group, followed by the 40-64 age group, then the 65 and over age 
group, and finally the 19 and under age group (information from West End Community Profile 
and Statistics Canada on Vancouver.ca). The distinct Coal Harbour neighbourhood is further 
divided by West Georgia Street to the north and includes residential, commercial, and mixed use 
area.  



 
Within the West End complex on Denman Street, there is the West End Community Centre, 
Vancouver Public Library-Joe Fortes Branch, and King George High School. The West End 
Community Centre includes an ice rink, fitness centre, pottery studio, auditorium, darkroom, 
preschool, and various other activity rooms. Barclay Manor is located in a quieter area within the 
West End, surrounded by beautiful heritage buildings and green space in Barclay Heritage 
Square. Coal Harbour Community Centre (CHCC) is located at the end of Broughton Street 
overlooking the Coal Harbour Marina, Stanley Park, and Northshore Mountains.   CHCC includes 
a full size gymnasium and five activity rooms, as well as a park and playground on top.  The 
Centre’s Broughton Street side entrance is currently undergoing an expansion to the community 
with the construction of a new elementary school along with sixty affordable housing units.  
With programs, activities, events, and services for all ages, the Community Centres are truly the 
‘living rooms’ and hubs of these downtown communities. 
 
Goals for Artist in Communities Project: 
This social legacy project will involve connecting all three sites (Coal Harbour Community Centre, 
West End Community Centre, and Barclay Manor) and working with various user groups. 
Through an ongoing commitment to community cultural development, we want to build on the 
experience we began with the recent Mural project, to strengthen our communities by making 
art together. The project will develop over the year, focusing on community engagement, 
collaboration, and participation. We are seeking proposals for creative ideas to accomplish the 
goals listed below.  We very much hope the artist will place emphasis on our largest 
demographic, the 20-39 year age cohort, which currently participate more in sports and fitness 
than with the arts.  As this is an age segment which also tends to have day jobs, scheduling 
activities and programming for hours when they can participate is essential.  
 
Liaising closely with Park Board Programming staff and the WECCA Arts Committee, the artist 
will work towards the following goals: 

1. Increase awareness of all three sites within their respective communities 
2. Work together with established art programs and instructors to increase participation 

and community engagement 
3. Identify areas for new programming that support participation, collaboration, 

engagement, and education in the arts   
4. Encourage active participation from members of the community, from across the 

demographic spectrum (gender, ethnicity, Indigenous, the many Temporary ESL 
residents, etc.) with a priority on engaging the 20-39 age group along with other age 
demographics. 

5. Establish a presence within the three sites by facilitating discussions, workshops, forums, 
performances etc. to create a wide variety of interactions between community members 
and artists 

6. Document the project in creative ways to produce a resource that can be used moving 
forward 

7. Create a social legacy in the communities, rather than a physical legacy (i.e. monument, 
mural, statue) 

 
 

 
   


