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\ In the 19505, Ajit Kaur Singh moved from the Okanagan 1o Vancoimer, bringing her strong will and
datermination 1o the Collingwood neighbourhood.

The story begins in 1928 when Ajit and her mather came to Canada from India. arriving in Kelowna to join
har father on his farm. Whan he died,. sha helped El.lmh“t the family, workad an thesr 20 acre apple and
chemy orchard, aftended school and assisted her widowed maother in raising her five younger sibings. In
1848, a year before Indo-Canadians received the right to vole in BC, he family bowght a house in town io
ba claser 1o good schools. Some of the lecal residents and organizations protested the purchase to the
city, feading a local newspaper 1o carry 1he stary of 25-year-old unmarried Allt who sieod Gp aganst racial
disgrimination. Sha was adamant that the family, regardiegs of the colourof thatr skin, hEd e TgM G Ve

in this city and courageously held har ground as the mattef went belore City Council. With a )
supportive neighbour's help she succeeded, and the Singhtamily moved into thele new home, She became N
a highly respected member of the Kelowna commanity, SHe helped both Sikhs and non-Sikhs with writtan

and verbai translations, and shared her acute business sefse and nbgobialing skilis with local farmers and
neightours. Ajit's ploneering lamily porirait was featured or) a Canada Poest commemorative Sikh Firsi Day

Cover, issued in 1899,
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EVLYN FENWICK FARRIS

!1 Evlyn Fanwick Farris was an education and social activist wha was dedicated ta promoting higher
education far women. She was raised in Nova Scolia in an environment where schocling was valued and
graduated from Acadia University with Masiers of Aris degrees in Philosophy and German, in 1905, Eviyn
married lawyer J. Wallace de Beque Fams and they maved to Vancouver. She foended the University A
Waomen's Clib of Vancouver (UWGCV] in 1907 and became ils first president, UWEY supponed socially
progressive issues, and over the years fts members included Judge Helen Gragory McGill, Ida Halpern

Laura Jarmieson, Ethiyn Trapp and Mary Ellen Smith. Eviyn pressed focthe construction of the naw -
University of British Columbla’s Poinl Gray Campus and for many years senved on the Senate and Board -
of Govarnors, Sha received honorary dociorate degress from both Acadia University and UBC.

b

Evlyn Farris fought to improve conditions lor women and [children ard Beliaved women and men should

haye equal education. In 1912, when Mabel French was|refused admission to the bar because womean -
were not yok Jegally “persons,” Eviyn fook up the causa She challenged gender-biased guardianship X
laws, helped estabiish Parent Teacher Associations in tha Eity, and worked 1owards securing the Mother's

Pansion. She successhully campaignad for betier working conditions for all women, from sales clarks to
physicians. As members of Vancouver's social elite, the Farms’ Shaughnessy home, Wedlelyn, was focated

across from the famous Hycroft mansion, the UWCWY's home since 1962,
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GERTRUDE GUERIN

Gartruda Guerin (nee Ettershank) was bom in the vilage of Mission Resarve, B.C. in 1917, Sha was
elected to the Musqueam Council as Councilor In 1956 and 1958 and elected Chiet In 1960, The first First
Nation's woman 1o be elected chief of a First Nation in Canada, the Musqueam First Nation, Gertrude's
nicknarne, “old war horsa,” stuck with her, even 20 years afier sha bl politics. In 1938, Gartrude marrad Viclor
Guerin of Musqueam and together they raised four children in Norh Mancouver before moving to Musqueam
Nation in 1854, There, Gertrede became an advocate for the Musqueam people, espacially around issues aof
taness and non-dischimination in the school systarm

She was the founder of the Vancouver Friendship Centra and played kay rodes in founding the Vancouver
Palice Liaison Sociaty and ihe Native Education Centre. Although she passed on in 1998, Gerlrude is
remembared for her strength, determination and love for her peopla.

" 1 -

Edna Grant {leh Background) and Adeline Point (right background) were. along with Gerrude, remarkable
Musqueam women who worked 1o promote and educatal tha community. Qwsally'e-Adeline contributed a
waalth of knowladge that allowed linguists to develop and complete the UBC Musqueam Language
Program, Ewetiye-Edna was a strong cultural leader and played a crucial role in preserving traditional
t@achings and strengthening the an of Salish weaving snd'km'ﬂing.

Thay all left & strong cublural legacy framed upan pride, viftue and dignitg
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Hanako Sato was an educator who through her teaching helped the Japanese language and culture lve
an for thousands of Vancouver Japanese Language School (VJLS) students. Har students respectiully
called her Salo sensel, maaning teacher, and in tum, she Eegnrded thiem as her children. For almost hall a
cantury, her detailad récord keeping and office managam:hnl skills coptributed significantty in maintaining
the nigh standards of this Japantown school and s intemadional reputation. With her spouses, VLS

principal, Tsutae Sato, this wite and husband team producad bocks that can still be found on the shelves
of The Tartae and Hanake Sato Memaorial Library. =

The sghool was a community mainstey, Hanako's Japanese-Canadian students would attend English
public school all day, then come 1o classes al the VLS. She helped establish the Boshikai, a women's
growp whaose activities included fundraising for school supglies, baza@rs, BNd GINes social achvities, During
tha WWII Japanese evacuation from the west coast, Hanako and her husband lived in Lacombe, Alberta
The Satos returned to their school positions when the VILS reopened in 1852, Now a designated heritage
building, the school on Alexander Street was the only property In Vancouver returned 1o the Japanese
peopla after the war. Tha Sato’s home on Victoria Drive oftan hosted tea get-togethers for students, and
after retiring in 1966, Hanako continued her Parent Teachar Association work and helped establish
schalarships.
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- HELENA ROSE GUTTERIDGE

Helena Rose Gutteridge, a political and labour activist, had already bean campaigning for women’s rights
in Great Britain long belore coming to Vancouwer in 1917, Without delay, she began her journey in the
shaping of Brilish Columbla‘s social reform legislation. She was a dedicated suffragist and crganized the
BC Womean's Suffrage League in 1813 In 1917, aligible white women got the right to vate in BC. Halana
was living on Trumph Stroat in 1he Hastings neighbourhood when she was elected Vancouver's first
woman akderman in 1837 as a Co-operative Commonwealth Federation (CCF) representative,

Helena was also a labour activist who fought to improve conditions for working women. As a tallor hersedl,
she organized laundry and gamment workers in the Tailor's Union and was an executive member of the
Vaneouver Trades and Labour Council, She was an advocate for equal pay for equal work and was the
commitiee chair of the Minimum Wage League. Helena spoke oul 167 WOrKING ¢lass women Bke hersell
and fought for low-income affardabile housing, and the Mather's Pension Act. During the Dépression she
raised her vaice publicly when she objected 1o excessive divic money being spént on the Royal visil

Helana Gun}amg-e was a pacilist, and during her lifetime campaigned for peace and justice. During World
War Il she was a welfars manager at the Slocan Valley's Lemaon Creek Japanesa Internment Camp.
Vancouver's champion 1or wonmen's rights died in 1960
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JANE RULE

¢ l Jang Rule lved in Wast Point Grey and was a rencwned wiiter, gulspoken activist. and out leshian who
lought far the right to freadom of expression. She published many novels and numerous shart stories, as
well as essays and social and fiterary critiques. She received numerous (iiarary and lifetime achievement
«f  awards, mcluding the Order of British Colurmbéa in 1988 and the Order of Canada in 2007, our nation’s
_f highest chilian honour, Bom In Plainfliald, New Jersey ini1831, she met her e panner, Helen Somholl
while teaching at Concord Academy in Massachusetts. They moved to Vancouver in 1956, leaving behind

he dangerous environment of the McCarthy era.

Jana taught in the English department at UBC and there recefved an honorary doctorate in 1994, Jane
and Hafen's Point Grey home became a gathering place, a salon, for Vancouver’s erary and ardistie
communities, Jane was known for her genercus spirt and helped mafy rewcomers (o The cify find places
1o live and get connected. She was a trea pioneer when she courageously published her first novel, the
lesbian classic Desort of the Hoadd, in 1964 when homosaxual acts were still criminal oNences under
Canada's Criminal Coda. Jana and Helen took their strong community sperit 1o Galiano Iskand when they
maved thara in 1976. Jane continued to wiite, gave children swimming lessons, and provided financial
suppor 1o th Islanders, Jane Rule was an honoured cormmunity Duilder s ihe e sense of the word




HoNOURING WOMEN FROM OUR VANCOUVER COMMUNITIES
. F | i

o == —— K

.

WOCDHAR'S |
B VR FOOTWEAR

(RS pE——

CHi Tt e

Lillian C. George was bormin 1818 in North Vancouver, Mrs. George was an integral part of the Tsleil-Waututh
(Paople of the Inlet) community and exemplified lpadershig through hard work and compassionate dedication
10 har people. She spent many years as Secrefary Treagurer for the Band which includad being the entire
Edtcation Dapartment and Social Development Depariment. Through her effors an Atter-Sehool Dayzare
was crealed, and lor a coupie of years, & local teacher volunteered to read with the children, preparing them
{or school, Mre. George also mada connections 1o the local surrounding communifies: she was a member of CIE
tha Victoria Ovder of Mursas, the Impanal Onder Daughters of the Empire and sat on the Board of the North
Shore Chapter of United Way of Canada. She volumeerad with Meals-on-Wheels-and-visted-local schools—

1o teach about the Tslail-Waututh People (Burrard Indian Band). Education was the way out for our peopla,

50 she @ncouraged the childeen to seek higher education. She also showed leadership by joining the local ‘.v*-'é-
Parent-Teacher Association, pointing cut that we need to become Invalved with aur children’s education.  [BSS

Mrg. George had profound faith and it showed in her UD{U“'[CEI'iSm shi drove elders to doctor appoiniments -
and special fleeds childran fo school. aver and above her :regular work day. She made time to paricipate in 2
the Indian Homemakers Assaciation, and a1 one peint jained in a national profest 1o protect the health care.

rights of aborginal peoples. To further connect and nemc}ck_ Mrs. George craatad a local [HA club on our ,r'.:

Recerve, which then connected with other women's church groups and did clothing drives for First Natons =
communities in the Norh, Mrs. Geonge worked tirelessly natworking and building awareness aimaong the hon-
native community of the plights and strengths of the First Nations communities: Most imporany she et s B 1

legacy: she passed on the teachings of “giving back to the community™ o her children, her grandchildren, and
great-grandshildeen, .
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1 ar ighol her-day by becoming a prominant
Vancouver civic activist Borm herwin 1815 she grew Upon SlocanBireet in' 1924, the: tamily returned o
China. Although highly unusuat for the-mes, Marya girl was given wformal educalion, and lafsr taught at
a gevernment school. Mo m-gmwmmmmymrkg«was ahnfmd hﬁi Family and nmgtlhmm;
wougnlnaw-:snlp@olwumdwbgnu A 1 :rl ¥
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Mary relumad mvanmmﬂr 194]‘ mmcanada 5 Ems:m.n.d.n- 5.1

her sister Near Cambie Street and 261 Avenue. She worked as 4 Chinese teacher, at lhemlnmwnimw

store; And in Gastown's garmant factores - Mary, hushand Walter, and their children wers living on

Strathcona's Keeler Street when theit family. bame was one of the many scheduled to be. bulldozed as

parted e Cily's 19605 and 70% urban renewal project an L

Shu;\‘&y she was instrumental in establishing the:commumi -hamd Stratheona Pwpedjl Owner and"

mmsmmﬂhon (SPOTA): Serving on its exacutive 3hd: mamberssipy Sonmittees; she successfully

raiged oummunl'rv awarensss; suppost and funding; and canvassed doorAndoor SPOTA negotiatad

withahethres leveis of govemment 1o succasshuly tf tha demaliton program ino & restoration and
_preservation proj@ct. This opened: the doors Tor lutule citen groups in. Canadato hava influence on the
.| government's community planning decision making, a pr. that continpes 1oday.
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Women like Maude Crowley led ihe way toward shaping Vancouves info the city It ks 1eday. Maude was the
matriarch of the pionsering Avalon Dairy tamily, Borm in New Brunawick in 1876, she moved with har

family 1o Newloundland whisre she married Jaremiah Crowley. They arrived by train in Vancouver in 1906 at
a lime whan there was still growth in the local agriculiural gommunities. The Crowley's secured land in South
Vancouver and staried a ranch amidst the other scattered :_l'arrns and ranches of the Cedar Cottage and
Callingwood neighbourhoods.

By 1913 they had a full-time dairy business, Maude performed tha vital domestic duties involved in tha raising
of 13 chikdran and also ook on many ¢f the other responsibilities required 1o ren a successiul business, As
neaded, Maude milked cows. sold eggs, and sometimes n?n thi da-q!'_fntfnlHggmjgn_wgg_aﬂa_!_wbgg.g;_.
an iton moulder. In their two-story Victorian farmhouse, family life was the cantre of her world. Maude found
great delight at the many family gatherings that ecourfed pyer the years. Jeremiah died in 1950, and three
of her song fan the business with Maude as Avalon's president. Fifty years after first armiving in Vancouver,
Maude Crowley passed away in 1956 leaving sevan sons, three daughters (three children prodeceased her).
29 grandchidren and 12 greal-grand children. As a strong and resourceful woman, Matde played an active
rofe in the success of BC's cldest family-ovwned indeperhdei'll dairy.
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MNELLIE YIP GUONG

At 8 lime whan thera was a strong anti-Asian climate present among many of Vancouver's dominant
Brilish society, Nellie Yip Guong was building bridges betwaen Chinese and non-Chinese cullurés. She was
baoem i 1882 of Scottish descent in Mova Scotia and camé to Vancouver in the earby 1900s wia Mew York
with her husband. Chardes Yip. He was a member of Vancouwver's prominent Yip Sang family, the famed
Chinesa marchant and CPR contracior. Nellke and Charles lived in the tamily home on East Pender Streel
for many years with Sang'’s 23 children and three wives: Canada's Head Tax and Exclusion Act severely
restricted immigration by Chiness women so their numbers wera few inChinatown’s existing bachelor
society, Awhite woman marmed to a Chingse man was vinually urheard of. Nellle learnt Chinese
languages at night school, latar easily speaking five Chinese dialects. Her skills as a translator wera
renmiarkable

Mallie condributad significanily fo improving the quality of hialth care provided to Vancouwer's Asian
population. She worked toward creating eguality in the metlical system and spoke out aganst the
discrimination Chinese patients faced in hospitals. Necknamed “Granmy Yip,” Nallie acted as midwife and
cared for many of Chinalown's young ones, heiped with community adoptions, and also adopted a daugh-
ter, Neflia's connectons to the Chinase coammunity varied, from Deing a member of 1he. Chinesa Empéne
Ladles Reform Association, 1o attending the Chiness theatre. Nedlie Yip Guong remained a popular and
important communaty worker in Vancouver and diad in 1949,
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SYLVIA ABLOWITZ

Sylvia Ablowitz was a humanitarian and is the Eamaaalceélnr English Bay's Syhvia Hotal. She grew up as
Sylvia Gokdstein in the West End in a home filled with livelmusic and dancing on weekents, playing
tennis in Stanley Park and ice skating on Lost Lagoon. The bullding opened in 1913, but the Goldsiein’s
lost it shartly thereaftar due to hard economic timas and the oncoming war. Sylvia was also a champion
long distance swimmer, taught by tre famous liteguard S&fwhum “Joa® Fortés, winning races that covered
the distance between English Bay and itsitano'Beach. Syivia graduated in 1921 with a Bachelor dagree
in'French from UBC, lived in California for & whie, and worked for a labour union.. .

Sylvia's impressive dive from a tugboat while on a Jewish singbes cruise in Indian Arm caught the eye of
har future husband, Harry Ablowitz. They married in 1928 and logether founded Vancouver's successhul
Ablewilz Reality Lid. Sylvia was on the board of many Jejvsh comminity grotps and helped esfablisha
mmmunrly cantra, tha Lowis Brier Home and Hospital, arh a goff coursa, She was a member of the Na-
tonal Council of Jewish Women, a lde mambes of Haﬂadsah and a voluntear into har mid-80s with the
Jawish Family Service Agancy, doing telephana home chacks for isolated seniors. in 2002, the Sylvia Hotel
few its flag at hat-mast when Sylvia Ablowitz died at the qga of 1027
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TOSCA TRASOLINI

The ramarkable Tosca Trasolini was an adventurous trafblazer fram Vancouver's Malian community.
i Delying her expected gender ok, she réceived her pilol's license: in 1936 and co-founded Canada’s
legendary, first all-women's 1lying club, The Flying Sau-en: Feliow club members included Batsy Flaherty,
Alma Gilbert, Rolie Moore, Jean Pike, Eianna Robarge, and Margaret Fane Rutledge: The Flying Seven's
activities made national headlines. Their famous 1938 “Dus to Dawn® fiying patrol continued throughout
the night in relay styte with young Tosca as the first pilot inthe air. The cub’s spectacular 1940s “bomphiet”
raid dropped 100,000 pamphlets on Yancouver appealing for donations. to purchase YWaorld War - war
planes, They staged aif shows, encouraged women 1o become pilots, and ran & women's aviation Hf‘ﬂlﬁiﬂg
cantre feaching everything from ground school courses to flying theory and parachute packing

Tesea excelled in the many challenges she took on, She wias the highly sEilleéd 1egal secrefary for

lawyér and judge, Angelo Branca. An outstanding athiete, Tosca won numarous cups and awards in track i
and field, rodé matorcycies, played lacrosse, basketball, and beat out all the make competition in a 20-loot X
greassd pole climbing contest. Tosca was community minded and served as an execulive member of the

Women's Leagua of tha Sons of Haly, She also wrote a collimn called *Flight” in the Nakian language %
newspaper, LEco Hale-Canadese, Tosca mamaed and moved to California, and died in 1981 -
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Pl couripsy Tracoy McDougail

Viva “Vie"™ Moore was borm on Salt Spring Istand in 1901, & placawhere some of the first Afro American
proneers 1o BC aventually setthed. Shaoaly after amiving in fvanoouvm. shex opened her legendary
Strathcona eatery in 1948, one of many in a kong traditionof women-run chicken house restaurants in this
area. Vie Moore's Chicken and Steak House was located just off Main at 209 Union Street.

For almost three decades her East End restaurant was the social hub of Hogan's Alley, an athnicaily

diverse neighbourhood which was tha héart of Vantouver's. black communiy. Vie's renowned -eatery

brought 1egether a social and racial mix of people trom all over the city who came 1o dineg on her lamous

‘Southern fried cooking. Plates of fried chicken, steak, biscuits, safad, french fries and peas were served an X
crisp white tableclcths, cleaned and pressed al the local Chinese lawndries, while her favorite collection of L
blues unes played on ihe jukebox. As a fan of live music hérsell, Vie's DUSINESE Was 880 a gaienng place

for many of the well known black, and some white, Emen.fliners who were In town performing at tha lozal

nightciubs lika The Cave Supper Club. In har community, ¥ie was known for her generosity and kindness, kX
and throughout the-years provided many jobs for local wiomen. In the early 19703 the Georgia Viaduct
construction destroyed most of Hogan's Allay, but the l'\ml.'lic: restaurant survived. After 8 remarkable life, %
Vie passed away in 1975, | —=
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SUSELLAT-T, VIOLET RIVERS

F Violat Rivers (nee John), born November 1, 1920, was an extraordinary Squamish waman, egabtarian and
palitical activist. Like other Squamish leaders of the time, she was highly visible in the 3t. Paul's church

| community. Thie Potlatch legislation prohibited First Nations from holding public gatherings o the community
held Maonday night readings and later addressed political issues. Violat was active in the Capilano
Community Club (CCC) which promoted the maintenanceol Squamish culture and values, They also raised
funds to suppon the Chiafs work on Abonginal tile and nghts

I 1963 the Canadian government granted Abariginal people the right to vole, Vicket worked tiredessly within

the Liberal Party to ensura the Squamish pecpla’s voice and vobe was Tmporant She Belisiad in e values
that the Liberal party cffered and forged strong links with Members of the Legislative Assembly and the =
Meambsers of Pariiament of the Morh and West Vancouver nidings,

Viglat collaborated wilh Squamish contemporary Edward Nahanee, & Tellow Ulberal pardy member and
représentative to the Native Brotherhood, fo bring Tenward aluable poitical information 1o the B.C. Native
Woman's Sogiaty. As a political activist, Violed funded her dwn travel and activities by becoming the first X
Native Avor'sales represemiative

She was supporied by her beloved husband Ermée Rivers and her two traditionally adopted daughters Shirkay 115
and Darene Rivers. She passed away on December 7. 1977, but she inlluenced generations of Squamish
leaders including Barbara Charlie, Julie Baker and Deborah Jacobs who work within the broader community
and political spectrums. Paramount 1o Violet was her belief that Squamish women's igstes musTBe fieard &
and addressed in thalr own veices and by thair own authority.
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