
 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

VANCOUVER PARKS GOLF begins growing trials with TerraBioGen organic products 

 

Vancouver, B.C., August 9, 2011 – Vancouver Parks Golf is pleased to be working with 
TerraBioGen Technologies and has begun organic fertilizer trials at Langara Golf Course in 
Vancouver. The trial coincides with proposed legislation before the provincial government that 
would ban the use of cosmetic pesticides in British Columbia. A study conducted at Cornell 
University's Department of Horticulture demonstrated that the use of TerraBioGen's products 
allowed up to a 50% reduction in synthetic fertilizer applications and up to a 75% reduction in 
pesticides without impacting turf quality. Highly successful commercial field trials have also 
been conducted at Nicklaus North Golf Course in Whistler, B.C. 

 

The TerraBioGen organic product will be added to the regular maintenance practices on two 
greens at Langara Golf Course. The product is made from locally composted food waste. Golf 
Course Superintendent Jeff MacLean will be measuring disease pressure differences between 
the treated and non-treated greens and will also be actively documenting fertility levels to see 
if the product has any visual effect on plant health and fertilizer requirements.  He said “with the 
all but imminent pesticide bans or restrictions coming our way, we are trying to be as proactive 
as we can when it comes to finding alternate ways to deal with disease pressures.” 

 

Supervisor of Golf Operations, Howard Normann is happy to be involved in the trials. “The City 
of Vancouver, The Park Board and our golf courses are committed to using ‘greener’ and more 
sustainable products. An effective and affordable organic turf product will be a benefit to us, 
our city and the golf industry”. 

 

One application of the TerraBioGen organic product has been used thus far. The trial will 
continue into the fall and winter months. 

 

About Vancouver Parks Golf and Langara Golf Course 

Vancouver Parks Golf is made up of the Fraserview, McCleery and Langara Championship Golf 
Courses. Langara Golf Course was built in 1926 by the Canadian Pacific Railway and was 
redesigned by Canadian Architect Thomas McBroom. Langara Golf Course offers enjoyment 
with peace and tranquility in the heart of Vancouver.  The course offers top notch greens that 
are well protected by bunkers providing a challenge for every level of golfer. The walk-ability of 



 

 

 

the course makes it appealing to a variety of groups. The central location and ample free 
parking are an added bonus. The clubhouse has two separate banquet areas and very 
reasonable tournament package pricing. 

3 Great Courses…One Great Experience. 

 

About Jeff MacLean 

Jeff MacLean has been the Superintendent at Langara Golf Course for just over a year. He 
completed the Pennsylvania State University Agronomy program and has previously worked 17 
years at Nicklaus North, Golf Course in Whistler, B.C. 9 of which were spent as Superintendent. 
He worked with TerraBioGen technologies on a similar trial at Nicklaus North that produced 
successful results. 

 

For more information please visit vancouverparksgolf.ca or contact: 

Mr. Howard Normann 

Supervisor of Golf Operations 

604 718 6533 

howard.normann@vancouver.ca 

 

About TerraBioGen Technologies 

TerraBioGen Technologies Inc. is a developer and marketer of proprietary technologies for the 
production of organic-based, high-value agricultural products from organic wastes. Located in 
North Vancouver, BC, TerraBioGen Technologies Inc. is committed to research and 
development to continue to improve the efficiency of its technology and the quality of its 
agricultural products. It is further committed to developing a worldwide marketing capability to 
ensure market acceptance of its products. 

 
For more information please contact: 

Mr. Blair Heffelfinger  

President & CEO TerraBioGen  

604 924-1023 ext 316 

bheffelfinger@terrabiogen.com 

 

 

 


