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About Gordon Neighbourhood House
Gordon Neighbourhood House is a community service organization.

Our mission is to make the West End a better neighbourhood in which to live 
and grow.

Our goal is to strengthen our community through voluntary activity. When we 
as neighbours identify issues which voluntary action alone cannot address, 
Gordon Neighbourhood House secures the necessary additional resources.

Our challenge is to remain sensitive to the ever changing needs of the 
diverse groups of people who live in our neighbourhood, and to respond with 
innovative and effective programs and services.

To ensure that every service we provide is relevant to the neighbourhood we 
are governed by a board of local residents, consult with those who live in our 
community and those who use our services, and we formally evaluate all of our 
programs every year.

We have about 400 people as members of Gordon Neighbourhood House 
each year.

Staff at the Gordon House speak: Russian, Spanish, Hindi,  Polish, Japanese.

Gordon Neighbourhood House is a member unit of the Association of 
Neighourhood Houses of Greater Vancouver.

Qmunity Mission Statement
Qmunity values, celebrates, and transforms the lives of queer people by creating 
physical social and inclusive spaces; and empowering individuals and communities 
in BC through innovation, volunteerism, collaboration and professional resources.

Qmunity Vision
Qmunity is a leading provincial resource centre offering community services and 
programs that celebrate, support and enhance the diverse cultures of queer 
communities. We offer our resources in a welcoming, accessible, and safe space that 
is relevant to the communities we serve. Our services and programs support healthy 
and active living, provide leadership, increase awareness, advocate where needed, 
and promote arts and culture.

COMMUNITY SPACE
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Shelter Aid for Elderly Renters
SAFER

July 2006

You will not be eligible
of the following are true:

Who is
eligible?

You may be eligible if you meet 
all of the following conditions:

The SAFER program provides direct cash assistance 
to eligible residents of British Columbia who are 
age 60 or over and who pay rent for their homes. 

The Government of British Columbia recently 
introduced new amendments to the SAFER program.

Effective June 1, 2006, the 10-year Canadian 
residency requirement was reduced to one year in 
B.C. allowing more seniors to qualify. In addition, 
the heat allowance available to seniors through 
SAFER is being increased by $10 a month to a 
maximum of $35, effective July 1, 2006.

These changes build on the enhancements the 
Province made last year, doubling its funding for 
rent assistance under the SAFER program. Rent 
ceilings were increased across the entire province, 
and the program was expanded to include seniors 
who pay pad rental fees for owner-occupied 
manufactured homes.

What is SAFER?
You are under age 60.

You live in subsidized housing or 
a residential care facility funded by 
the Ministry of Health.

You live in co-operative housing and 
are a shareholder.

You or your family receives income assistance 
through the Ministry of Employment and 
Income Assistance, excluding the Medical 
Services Plan.

You do not live in British Columbia.

You have not lived in British Columbia for the 
full 12 months preceding your application.

You do not meet the Citizenship requirements.

You are in Canada under a private sponsorship 
agreement.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

You are age 60 or over.

You and your spouse (with whom 
you are living):

Have lived in British Columbia for the 
full 12 months immediately preceding 
your application; and

Meet one of the following Citizenship 
requirements:

Canadian citizen(s); or
Authorized to take up permanent 
residence in Canada; or
Convention refugee(s).

You pay more than 30% of your gross 
(before tax) monthly household income 
towards the rent for your home, including 
the cost of pad rental for a manufactured 
home (trailer) that you own and occupy.

Your gross (before tax) monthly household 
income does not exceed the following:

Greater 
Vancouver 
Regional District

Other Areas 
of the 
Province 

Singles $ 2,333 $ 2,033

Couples $ 2,517 $ 2,217

Shared 
Accommodation

$ 1,625 $ 1,625

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

As part of the community contribution there 

will be six (6) SAFER (seniors subsidized 

housing) units within the building for 5 years.

The tenants will be chosen by the two 

community groups Qmunity and Gordon 

Neighbourhood House working together.

SAFER: SENIOR HOUSING
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