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This 1.4 km (0.87 mile) self-guided walking tour takes
you along the north side of False Creek, which is really
a small inlet that borders the southern edge of the
downtown peninsula and opens into English Bay. The
tour focuses on the evolution of the lands surrounding
False Creek from industrial area to a waterfront
promenade skirting residential neighbourhoods rich

in parks, community centres, public art and water
access. The redevelopment of False Creek demonstrates
what can happen when a consultative process informs
planning that envisions livability and embraces

sustainability principles. Getting Started

This tour can be the first leg of a bicycle ride along the
entire downtown public waterfront, a two-hour trip at a
moderate pace. All told, the city has 31 km (19 miles) of
public ocean waterfront with walkways and bike paths,
with another 8 km (5 miles) of public shore on the
Fraser River. Sweeping mountain, ocean and river vistas,
and numerous parks and beaches make Vancouver’s
waterfront one of the city’s treasures.

From Industry to Community




The City’s waterfront
policy in the 1970s and 1980s
recommended balancing cut and
fill along the existing shoreline to
stabilize the shore and maintain
irregular alignments, as well as
to maintain the sense of False
Creek as a large body of water.
The 1987 shoreline became the
base for determining the balance
between cut and fill. The
shoreline treatment of both the
north and south banks of False
Creek show the balance achieved.

e Integrate with the City
» Build on the setting

e Maintain the sense of a
substantial water basin

» Use streets as an organizing
device

= Create lively places having
strong imageability

= Create neighbourhoods

= Plan for all age groups with
a particular emphasis on
children

The tour starts at the south
end of Hornby Street at False Creek.




George Wainborn Park
(South foot of Richards St.)

Follow the waterfront walkway under the
Granville Street Bridge, turn north (left) and walk up Granville
Street (under the bridge) to Beach Crescent. Turn right
onto Beach Crescent, head down to the waterfront walkway
and continue walking.

The use of townhouse
bases, common throughout
downtown, is an urban design
tool that enables a gradual, gentle
distinction between public and
private realms. The low profile
and engaging exterior treatments
and materials of townhouses help
create pedestrian-friendly spaces.
They also provide “eyes on the
street” and express a comfortable
domesticity, making them suitable
for families with children.
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David Lam Park

Public Art — Marking
High Tide and Waiting for Low Tide

Over the
past few decades, the City has
required developers to maintain
public access along the waterfront,
thus expanding the seaside
promenade that now encircles
the perimeter of Vancouver’s
Central Area. Vancouver’s most
valued civic asset, the waterfront
walkway features segregated
paths for pedestrians and wheeled
users (cyclists, in-line skaters,
skateboarders). Here, the pedes-
trian path of interlocking pav-
ers is distinguished from the
multi-use path. | ‘ Walk along the path beside the school

to Drake Street. Cross at the crosswalk and walk toward
the entrance of the Roundhouse Community Centre. Follow
the path out to Davie Street and the “Heritage Yard.”




“Heritage Yard,” Davie Street

Roundhouse Community Centre

Walk down Davie Street towards the water
and stand under the sculpture.
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Foot of Davie Street

Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) is
a rating system for “green” or
“environmentally friendly”
buildings. LEED recognizes
leading edge buildings that reduce
both the direct and indirect
environmental consequences
associated with their construction,
occupancy, operation, maintenance,
and eventual decommissioning.
Categories in the rating system
include sustainable sites, water
efficiency, and energy and
atmosphere. LEED Canada is an
adaptation of the U.S. LEED rating
system, tailored specifically for
Canadian climates, construction
practices, and regulations. In 2004,
Vancouver City Council adopted a
minimum of LEED Gold for all new
civic buildings greater than 500-sq.
metres (5,400-sg. ft.).

The tour ends here.

Across Pacific
Boulevard is Yaletown, the former
warehouse district that developed
around the railway’s operations.
Yaletown has retained much of
its heritage, including loading
docks and overhead canopies,
and is now a thriving mixed-use
neighbourhood.
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vancouver.ca/ourcity

Community Amenity Contributions
Development Cost Levies

False Creek North Official Development Plan
Park Board

Public Art Program

Southeast False Creek

Yaletown

2010 Winter Games www.vancouver2010.com
Concord Pacific www.concordpacific.com
Granville Island www.granvilleisland.com

LEED Canada www.cagbc.org

Beyond Downtown on Public Transit
Coal Harbour

Downtown

Downtown Eastside
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